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Middle Ages – Structured Inquiry Project 

I. Your digital slide show needs to have: 

a) A title (which must include the category and inquiry question) 

b) Your guiding questions (research questions) 

c) Pictures 

d) Fun facts/wow facts taken from your research 

e) Excerpts from your research 

f) Your Works Cited page (CORRECTLY FORMATTED) 

II. You will be required to complete Cornell Notes daily during your research time, as evidence 

of your learning. 

III. A prepared speech (NOT TYPED INTO YOUR DIGITAL PRESENTATION): 

A. Introduction 

 Who are you? (introduce each group member) 

 What was this project about? 

 

B. Body 

 Respond to the question you were assigned; what did you learn? 

 

C. Conclusion - A Reflection: 

 

1. How did you find the project? Easy? Difficult? Manageable? 

2. What did you learn about the research process? What new questions do you have as 

a result of your research? 

3. Is there anything you would do differently if you had to do the project again? 

 

Please remember: don’t fill your slides with too many words. You should have headings and 

bullets throughout which act as guides for your discussion. The information should be delivered 

ORALLY with VISUAL aids – NOT read right off the slide! Your Works Cited page is the only 

exception; there is no need to read it out loud to the audience, however. 
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Resources: 1. Pathways Textbook 
2. Print outs 
3. Other 
 
 

Inquiry 
Questions: 

1. How did feudalism suppress freedom; and how did it allow for 
exploitation of some individuals? 

2. Compare how statistics would have been captured in the middle ages 
with how we do it today (process and technologies). 

3. Why was medieval farming sustainable; how did this contribute to the 
manor’s ability to be self-reliant? 

4. List the different tasks that men and women had during the Middle 
Ages; how do these tasks differ today? 

5. Make a chart of responsibilities for ‘Serfs’ and ‘Lords’; compare these 
with the responsibilities of a Canadian citizen. 

6. Education was mainly developed through the church; how did the 
church gain power with this responsibility? How was education 
structured? Compare this with the current education in BC. 

7. What were trials by ordeal and trials by battle? How did medieval 
people justify using either of these methods to find someone guilty or 
innocent? Do you agree with either – explain? 

8. Do you think it’s fair to criticize an event such as the crusades, even 
though it took place many hundreds of years ago? Explain. 

9. Why did so many people participate in the crusades? What were their 
reasons? Would you join that battle? Why? 

10. Outline the positives and negatives resulting from the crusades from the 
perspective of both Europe and the Middle East. 

11. Research Eleanor of Aquitaine and provide 5 concrete reasons for 
considering her a ‘remarkable’ person. 

12. What was the Magna Carta and what rights did it provide people? Why 
is it important today? 

13. Compare modern Canadian social classes today with those of the 
Middle Ages. How are the classes distinguished from others? 

14. How do the actions of Eleanor of Aquitaine, Thomas Beckett and 
Richard “the lion-hearted” make them popular with the people? How 
did their accomplishments reflect the values of the society at the time? 

15. Research a recent (ongoing?) war in the Middle East and reflect on the 
reasons why there is conflict in the area. Compare these reasons with 
the crusades; how do they resolve the conflict then and now? 

 

Please remember: You will work in partners for this inquiry project - remember to share the 

work load and always be a good team player! 
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Rubric 

 Beginning  
Level 

Developing Level Accomplishing 
Level 

Mastering  
Level  

Content Student has not 
yet demonstrated 
the ability to 
include content 
that is relevant 
and accurate to 
the topic. 

Student 
demonstrates a 
basic ability to 
include content 
that is relevant 
and accurate to 
the topic. 

Student 
demonstrates 
an acceptable 
ability to 
include content 
that is relevant 
and accurate to 
the topic; 
critical thinking 
skills now 
evident 

Student 
demonstrates a 
high level ability 
to include 
content that is 
relevant and 
accurate to the 
topic; critical 
thinking skills 
proficient 
throughout 

Visuals The visuals are 
either missing or 
are extremely ill-
suited to the 
presentation. 

The visuals are 
present but are 
perhaps not the 
best choice for 
this presentation. 

The visuals suit 
the 
presentation 
and add to the 
intended effect 
on the 
audience. 

The visuals are 
highly effective 
and add power to 
the presentation. 

Oral Language Student has not 
yet demonstrated 
the ability to 
express opinions, 
speaking with 
expression, 
staying on topic, 
taking turns; 
constant eye 
contact with 
audience 

Student 
demonstrates a 
basic level of 
ability to express 
opinions, 
speaking with 
expression, 
staying on topic, 
taking turns; 
constant eye 
contact with 
audience 

Student 
demonstrates 
an acceptable 
level of ability 
to express 
opinions, 
speaking with 
expression, 
staying on 
topic, taking 
turns; constant 
eye contact 
with audience 

Student 
demonstrates the 
ability to express 
opinions, 
speaking with 
expression, 
staying on topic, 
taking turns all 
with a high level 
of proficiency; 
constant eye 
contact with 
audience 

Language & 
Structure 

Much of the 
writing includes a 
number of errors. 

There may be 3-4 
grammatical or 
mechanical 
errors, but they 
do not distract. 

There may be 
one or two 
grammatical or 
mechanical 
errors, but they 
do not distract. 

The presentation 
is completely 
error-free in 
terms of usage, 
grammar, and 
mechanics. 
 

 


