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The Bible 
 

What is the bible? 

Word of God; The Bible is the account of God's action in the world, and his purpose with all 
creation. A guide for living life to the full. It gives us a road map for the perilous journey of 
life. Or to put it another way, on our voyage through life's ocean, the Bible is an anchor. 

Unites All Christians 

Composed over 1000 years (16 Centuries to be exact) 

Authors from different backgrounds: 
 Education 
 Social and Cultural Insights 
 Religious Perspectives 

A basic unity in writings - God did not dictate what would be said 

Instead, there will be differing pictures of God, not conflicting pictures of God 

Difference in how God is viewed is to be expected - over 1000 years of writing and oral 
accounts. 

More references to God’s anger in the Old Testament, than the New Testament: 
 Old Testament – God spoke through Prophets 
 New Testament – God spoke through Jesus  

 

What is Unity? 

One God - revealed in different ways due to different experiences. 

Every verse in the Bible has some importance. 

Purpose: not to write a history book, but to set forth the history of God’s salvation. 

 

Four Religious Truths 

1. God created everything 

2. Everything God created is good 

3. Man was created in God’s likeness 

4. God created people with free will 

 

What is the purpose of the Bible? 

It is a picture, a mirror, a roadmap, a letter, & a library which outlines the path for salvation. 
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Divisions of the Bible (collection of 66 books) 

Old Testament (Hebrew Scriptures) 
4 Divisions: 

New Testament (Christian Scriptures) 
4 Books: 

1. Pentateuch (Law) 1. Gospel 

2. Historical Books 2. Acts of the Apostles 

3. Writing 3. Epistles 

4. Prophets 4. Revelation  

 

Stages of Writing 

Before writing became established among societies, stories were passed on in different ways.  

The Bible was no different. 

Stage 1: Oral – stories passed on orally from generation to generation 

Stage 2: Written – oral stories eventually written to preserve and protect them 

Stage 3: Edited - after writing became more established, the oral tradition and the 
written tradition were combined to enhance stories 

 

The Bible today: 

To understand the Bible’s historical context, read it with an open mind and you will see how it 

applies today. 

How to read the Bible: 

 Understand the language by appreciating the time it was written. 

 Understand the importance of all characters. 

 Understand the movement of characters, and why it is so. 

 Understand its context. Take the Bible for its meaning, not word for word. 

 

 


